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From: Medical Tourism Association, 2012
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HAEHE $40 billion
HAEHE $60 billion
A A ©E.59%3$100 billion

Worldwide Medical Tourism Industry
(billions of U.S. dollars)

$100 billion

$40 billion

2012

/

ion of Indian

176 Countries Covered'

By examining cross-border spending for medical services in more than 176 countries
the United States vas found to be the single largest hub for medical tourism, Thailand,
Singapcre, Germany, Korea, and Span are quickly catching up, increasingly attracting
visitors from around the world, according to an analysis of financial transaction data,

Medical Tourism Facts

S

Billion
curront markot

growth per year of world’s populstion
traved internationally

medical toursts
annualy

Medical Tourism Influences

Treatments and
medications not approved or
avallable in home country

Medical Higher

treatment combined (\‘ quality
with attractive @ care and
destinations services

Reduced cost of
cross-border medical
treatment
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Elements
to Consider When Making Your Selection

By LIC. BERNALARAGON BARQUERO
General Dirvetor of Hospital Clinica Biblica, Coxta Rica.
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,ﬁ--lmd:mofﬁm‘dmﬁ I conmag our way. This i especially m-mnumluxh\uqd
* tnusting the night bspital fov cun partutar ecds

Yu-llhnlkowuuu) n!mtwly lo.um with thousands of poophe and organtzations vea the itenact. With the
(ilhmg up web, of blogs and s logs. havimg found an interactive
e g

wnhﬁmww-ﬂhwdunﬂ

ol - rysically
Mﬁﬂ-ww’mlmnm&’pmmﬁu that will aking d
these sifes also C\pone o 10 2 varicty of opunives and criersa that are hand to verify and
ﬂﬁ-mﬁyl-m-mh.lnIouvuﬁwm-nmdnhmmmlﬁ“yu-hlknm!hnmm
* the best howpital for our needs? Bclow are sonc tips 10 make sense of all thet informatson

LOOK FOR JCI ACCREDITATION
The Joint Commission is a non goscmmental ageecy thot cerifics US bospitats The totcrnational beanch of the Joint Commisxion
cetifies boagutals outsade the LS health sysiem that have comparable standards 1o 8 US hospital. A list of sccrodited inwtitutions
can b found 3t www jointommissonsntcrnationsl com 232 1% wrtis

LOOK FOR EXPERIENCE
Many hospetals outsade the Unised States have been prov iding services o the hocal population for a loeg tme. Local reputation
5.8 pood indicator of good quality. Look for imtitutions that have boon i the market for over 50 years. This wuuld give you
confdmee that things would run soothly since they hane expenence. Seme hospitals care caly for locals, sonse others care foe
Wariam slone. Seck bospetals that ey ide @ healthy combimateon of knals and tourists

CHOOSE SHORT TRAVEL DISTANCES OF LONG ONES

At travel incroascs the risk of certain complications like deep venous thrombosis (DVT). DVT is the formation of blood clots in

yout legs. These clots can migrate up 10 your lurgs and create 3 Pulmonary Embolism. The risk of DVT increases by 2.9) times

whe flights arc over X hesurs and the risk of Pulmonary Embolise is 107 times greater i (lights over § hours. Health tourists who

o warpery, are pregnast, smeke. take irth control or suffer from cancer st st higher ik of suflering this condition than the

rest of the population. There are many ways to neduce the risk. Theve are ather complications from long haul air traveling, like jet

it pecssute, humidaty, ony gen concentrations. A healthy comversation with your kocal doctoe 3nd yout physician

0 can rink. The World Hcalth Organization has published 3 segment on

Taternational Heakth and Travel that inclades  segment on the health comsiderations of sr traveling. This scgment is ay ailable at
Their website, www, wh int {

SEEK PHYSICIANS THAT SPEAK YOUR LANGUAGE
Commammcataon has boen the weak posst of hamanity ever unce ¥ came 1o cvistence. The vk of communication (ailure increass
i two poople o not speak the same langwage. Make sare you ask what percentage of staff and doctons speak English of your
Tanguage ot the Honpital. Avoud surprises

COMPARE YOUR OPTIONS {
We have boen mentally trained 10 trest our doctors. No matter who we are, the while cout has 2 halo effect that blinds our
consumer onented mentality. Comparing bospetals and doctoes is 3 healthy practice snce past performance is the best prodictor
of future ostcomes. Google your procedure and cdwcate yourel! abost the complications and risk of the surgery of treatment
Ask apexific questxans about these ricka ations including hospital hascd nak ke inf control. If these are being
measured and they are willing 1o comparc, it i & good sign of quality management at that imstitution
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From: General Hospital of Costa Rica, 2008
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m fERDAHE 8%
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w IS 25%
m FREGHEE 25%
m HA 33%

From: George Washington University School of Business & MTA, 2013
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From: George Washington University School of Business & MTA, 2013
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Iti-Media
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Marketing
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& Direct Mail

Other Search

Offline Media

Website

Social Share
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